
We had a  

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

    Dowling News 
Water Bottles 
    I do allow water bottles in the 
classroom.  Please send in a water bottle 
labeled with your child’s name and be sure 
it has a pull top.  No twist off tops 
please. 
***It is a great idea to put the water 
bottle inside a sock to eliminate the 
“sweating” that occurs on the desk.  I 
already talked to the kids about this.   
 

We had a great first week of school!  I was so 
impressed with what kind students we have in our 
class and we were such good listeners!    
    
  
         Green Folders 

This I stuffed your child’s take home folder 
myself because there were so many papers that 
needed to go home.  After today, your child will be 
stuffing his or her own folder at the end of the 
day.  When that happens, please disregard the 
pockets labeled “return to school” and “keep at 
home.”  The goal will be for your child to get all of 
the mail into his or her folder regardless of what 
the pockets say.  I assume we can figure out 
ourselves what needs to be kept at home and 
returned to school.   

Homework Routine 
Next week begins our homework routine.  

Your child will come home every week with a 
homework packet.  It will tell you exactly what 
needs to be done.  Please sign this nightly and 
return it in the folder every day.  This is also a 
great place to jot me a note, if need be, because I 
check it every day. 

Most of what we do for homework is very 
routine.  The beginning of the year always seems 
like a lot, but soon it will become so familiar, it will 
be secondhand.  Also, we all have busy lives after 
school and I completely understand that.  The 
purpose of the packet is to give you time to 
complete an assignment ahead of time or on a 
different day if you are having a really busy week. 

 
 

Snack 
Please remember that we will be 

having a snack every day, sometime in the 
morning.  It is a great idea to pack your 
child’s snack in a special place somewhere 
in his or her backpack, rather than in the 
lunchbox.  This causes much less 
confusion in the classroom. 
 

Facebook Page 
     I have started a Facebook page for 
our class so that you can see some of the 
things we are doing each day.  It is set up 
like a business page.  If you have not 
already “liked” the page, please feel free 
to do so!  I add a lot of pictures and 
videos, but I do not use students’ names.  
If you do not want your child’s picture 
on the page, please let me know, 
otherwise, I will assume it is ok.  Find us 
at Mrs. Dowling’s First Grade Classroom 
or 
https://www.facebook.com/MrsDowling1
st/ 
 



 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

  

Class Rules  
   We spent a good amount of time 
discussing the rules and expectations for 
the classroom.  I told the students there 
are 3 main rules in my room and we talked 
about what each one of them really mean. 

1. Respect 
2. Responsibility 
3. Effort 

   With those rules, we began a program to 
earn privileges and also discussed possible 
consequences if the rules are not 
followed.  Each child has a class number 
and in a container he or she has colored 
chips with his or her number written on 
them.  When I notice the class rules being 
followed or exceptional behavior catches 
my eye, they earn one of their chips to put 
into a cup.  Everyone began with one chip 
and have been earning more throughout 
the week.  We do not have a particular job 
chart in the classroom, however when I 
need a job done, an errand run, or a 
helper, I choose from the chip cup and 
that person gets to help me.  So far they 
love it and are motivated to earn chips!   
 

Consequences  
    Along with rules come  
consequences.  Most of you are probably 
used to a traffic light system (green, yellow, 
red) and finding out daily what color your 
child was on.  I have used that system many 
times in the past, but honestly, it doesn’t 
work great for me.  The reason is that I 
believe in being able to turn around your 
day.  If a poor choice occurs at 9am, but 
the rest of the day is great, I don’t think it 
is right to make the person sit out of recess 
at the end of the day.  I believe in having 
“logical consequences” that occur 
immediately, such as “taking a break” or 
losing a privilege, depending upon what the 
poor choice is.  Perhaps missing recess time 
is a logical consequence and if so, I will use 
it, but not every crime fits the time, as they 
say.  I can assure you that if there is 
repeated behavior that needs to be 
addressed with you, or a serious issue 
during the day, I will take care of it and 
inform you immediately. 
 

Mrs. Murtha and 
Mrs. Gallo 
     Mrs. Murtha is the special ed teacher 
for the integrated program and Mrs. Gallo 
is one of her aides.  Three of our friends 
are part of their classroom and integrate 
into our room as often as possible.  
During the morning, Mrs. Gallo is in our 
room to assist and in the afternoon for 
math, Mrs. Murtha is with us.  They are 
an integral part of our classroom. 

Remind 
If you have not signed up for Remind yet, I 
urge you to please do so.  You have also 
received requests from the school and the 
PTO to join, but my classroom’s Remind 
account is separate.  I will be 
communicating through this on a daily basis 
and will also move from paper copies of the 
newsletters to electronic versions through 
Remind and on my website. 
 To join: 
Text the message: 
     @ek3egh 
To the number: 
     81010 


